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seems to have regarded him otherwise than as a half-
brother, who was her Father's most useful servant, and
her mother's shame. Duke Alfonso proceeded to Venice
to buy food stuffs in view of the famine, for the patriar-
chal rule obtained in Ferrara; and left the Duchess Lu-
crezia as Regent of his state. Her lovely womanly char-
acter may be seen in an edict which she issued for the
protection of Jews, who were attacked and pillaged by
Christians rioting for food; and in the sweet indignant
letter, abounding in mis-spelt words (as do all good and
distinguished women's letters,) and enjoining the Podesta
(mayor) to be energetic about securing to the Jews pro-
tection of their lives and property equally with the Chris-
tians.
When Duke Alfonso returned, after some months'
absence during which the Duchess sent him periodical and
frequent accounts of her regency, addressed "To the Most
Illustrious and TMost Excellent Lord, My Most Honour-
able Lord and Consort, These, with speed—speed—
speed—" the summer brought plague on the heels of fam-
ine. The visitation was most severe. The unselfish exer-
tions of the Duke and Duchess were noble and untiring.
The health of the Duchess Lucrezia suffered; and before
the year was over she gave birth to a dead child.
In 1506, Duke Cesare de Valentinois escaped from his
Spanish prison, and made his way into the neighbouring
realm of Navarre, where the King Jean d'Albret was
brother to his wife Madame Charlotte d'Albret, Duchess of
Valentinois. The events of the last three years had not
broken his splendid spirit. All his triumphs, all the results
of his strenuous energy and talent had been nullified for
him. At the age of thirty-three years he was despoiled of
his life's work, and was a ruined man. The Romagna for
ever was gone from him. His French duchy seems to have
been of small account. Still, he was not crushed,, he had
the courage to begin again to carve out a career in a new

